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1856.] Velpeau, New Elements of Operative Surgery. 

& nd generalization," whioh could not fail “in timo, under tho miBpiees of 
medical associations," or in tho hands of Bomo industrious raembor of tho pro* 
fession, “to greatly elucidate questions of medical topography, etiology, patho¬ 
logy, and therapeutics.” 1). F. 0. 


Art. XXX.— The Causes and Curative Treatment of Sterility, with a Prelimi¬ 
nary Statement of the Physiology of Generation. With colored Lithographs 
and numerous Wood-cut Illustrations. By Augustus K. Gardner, A. M., 
31 .D., etc. oto. oto. 8vo., pp. 170. Now York: Dowitt & Davenport, 185G. 

That Dr. Gardner 1ms presented a vor^ fair exposition of tho prosent stato 
of our knowledge in relation to tho physiology of generation, and the causes 
and treatment of sterility, wo very freoly admit. Whether, howoyor, tho pro¬ 
fession was in want of a work of tho character of that before us, is a question 
that wilt admit of somo doubt. Wo find in it nothing that is original, nothing 
with which every woll-informed physician is not perfectly familiar. 

Wo have a right to presume that tho work was intended solely for tho profes- 
eionnl eyo, and yot wo aro at a loss to concoivo what could havo induced the 
author to supposo that tho slightest degree of instruction would bo communi¬ 
cated to either medical student or praotitioncr by tho colourod lithograph which 
fronts tho title-page, or by one or moro of those which follow. 

From tho mannor in which tho work is got up, and ft certain tono which 
pervades it, wo vory much fear that it will attract tho attention and bo oagorly 
sought aftor by a class of readors upon whom it cannot fail to exert a baneful 
iofluonco. Howovor sound tho physiological viows it sots forth, however truo 
the facts and 6tatoments it details, however sound tho curative directions it 
presents, to tho popular reader these will convoy but littlo information from 
which ho can derive any direct practical advantago. To tho physician, all that 
the work contains, whether now or old, was already attainable, from sources 
not onsy of accoss to those who would seek thorn only to gratify a prurient 
imagination, and into whioh tho innocent and unconsoious would scarcely 
penetroto. g , t 

There ib much within tho scope of medical scienco which., whilo kopt within 
its legitimate limits, is neither offensive to good taste, to delicacy, or to morals, 
hut which, whon obtruded before tho public oyo, with ovory alluroment to 
attract tho observation of tho curious and suscoptiblo, may bo productive of 
much and serious ovil. V.P. 0. 


Abt. XXXI.—Ac jo Elements of Operative Surgery. By Alf. A. L. M. Vel¬ 
peau, Professor of Surgical Clinique, oto. oto. Carefully rovised, entirely 
remodelled, and augmented with “ A Troatiso on Minor Surgery,”. Illus¬ 
trated by over 200 engravings, incorporated with the text; accompanied with 
on Atlas, in quarto, of 22 Plates, representing the principal operative pro¬ 
cesses, surgical instruments, etc. Translated, with additions, by P. S. 
Townsend, M. D., eto., under the supervision of, and with notes and obser¬ 
vations by, Valentine Mott, M. D., eto. Fourth edition, with additions, 
by Georoe 0. Blackman, M.D., Professor in tho Medical College of Ohio, 
Surgoon to tho Commercial Hospital, oto. In 3 vols. 8vo. pp. 970,911, and 
992 respectively. Samuel S, & W. “Wood: Now York, 1856. 

As a matter of course, there is but littlo to soy about a now edition of the 
American translation of Velpeau’s groat work on Operative Surgery, except in 
regard to tbo additions of tho new editor. Tho previous editions have been 
long known and appreoioted by tbo profession; and tho present one will be 
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equally well received rb a decided improvement upon its predecessors, in ac¬ 
cordance with tho progress of tho operative seienconnd art to which its twenty, 
eight hundred and soventy-threo closely printed pages nro devoted. 

We cannot pretend to undertako an elaborate examination of this mns 3 of 
printed matter in ordor to ascertain tho amount and character of tho labour 
which has been bestowed upon tho work in tho very important duty of pre¬ 
paring it for a re-issuo in keoning with its provious high standing, and with 
tho naturo of its subject. We navo Beon enough of its pages, however, to be 
satisfied that Dr. Blackman has performed hislaborious and responsible task 
with adequate fidelity and ability; and that ho has well earned the respect, &j 
well as tho thanks, of all who desire to possess ono of tho roost voluminous and 
comprehensive, if not tho most authoritative, tre&tiso on tho oloments of Ope¬ 
rative Surgery yet published in the United States. 

Tho object of tho now editor, according to his preface, has beon to arrange 
tho work “more methodically, and to incorporate tho more important contri¬ 
butions made in this dopnrtmont during the past ton years.” With this inten¬ 
tion wc nro glad to find that ho has introduced a largo number of interesting 
and appropriate notes into different portions of the toxt of tho first and second 
volumes especially, and that ho has also added to tho third volume a useful 
appondix, amounting to ono hundred and thirty-fivo pages, in which many 
improvements in Operntivo Surgery are moro or less fully glanced at and 
discussed; 

Tho most copious and satisfactory additions wo suspect may bo found in the 
section on “Lesions of tho Arterial System,” and tho treatment of theso lesions, 
in that upon tho “ Arteries in Particular” (both of vol. i.), and in those upon 
amputations and upon exsections, in tho second volume. Tho references nnd 
statistics presented in theso notes nro very valuable, and must afford material 
assistance to the student of tho history of the important operations to which 
thoy relate, as well as to tho already experienced operator and practitioner of 
surgory. 

The articles of tho American Appendix aro arranged in alphabetical order. 
Thoy afford a general view,- moro practical than comprohonsivo or elaborate, 
and not always equally full or clear, of a variety of improvements nnd modifi¬ 
cations of operativo procedures and apparatus, whioh havo attracted attention 
sinco tho publication of the provious edition of the work. Between sixty and 
soventy topics nro thus briefly noticed under various bends. Among them may 
bo mentioned anchylosis of tho jaw nnd of tho knee-joint; anaesthesia, espe¬ 
cially external; artificial anus, imperforate anus, bronchotomy, and tra¬ 
cheotomy, carcinoma, dislocations of tho femur (chiefly occupied with Dr. Win. 
W. Bern's modo of reduotion), empyema (embracing Dr. Bowditoh's expe¬ 
rience, and statistical investigations), enterotomy and gastrotomy, recto-vaginal 
fistula, vcsico-utorino, vesico-utoro-vaginal and vcsico-vaginal fistula (Dr. Ma¬ 
rion Sims' operation for the last mentioned), fractures of tho clavicle, the 
humerus, tho radius, tho femur, tho patella, and tho leg; ununited fractures 
(Brainnrd's operation), hernia, lithotomy, lithotrity, ccsophagotomy (Dr. John 
Watson's case), abscess of tho rectum (Dr. Sayre’B case), spina bifida, imper¬ 
forate vagina, and many others, for which wo take pleasuro in referring to the 
book itself. Tho volumes are storcotypcd, and are altogether vory respectably 
got up under tho care of tho entorpnsing publishers. Tho publication and 
preparation of a bond Jidt revised and enlarged edition of a work of such 
magnitude and importance surely entitles both publishers and editors to tho 
material as well as cordial thanks of tho profession. E. 1L 



